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1, WE HAVE DISCUSSED FUEL SITUATION IN UK AND HOW IT 
MAY AFFECT INTERNATIONAL AIR SERVICES WITH BRITISH 
CIVIL AVIATION AUTHORITY (CAA) OFFICIALS WHOSE 
ROLE WILL BE THAT OF ADVISORS TO DEPARTMENT OF 
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RESPONSIBILITY ON ENERGY MATTERS' WE WERE TOLD THAT 
PRELIMINARY DISCUSSIONS HAD BEEN HELD BETWEEN DTI 
AND CAA ON THE AVIATION FUEL SITUATION. IT WAS 
CLEAR FROM OUR CONVERSATION, HOWEVER, THAT UK 
THINKING IN THIS AREA NOT VERY FAR ALONG. CAA 
FRANKLY ADMITTED THAT AT THIS STAGE THEY DO NOT 
KNOW WHETHER AVIATION FUEL RATIONING WILL BE 
REQUIRED OR. IF REQUIRED, WHETHER FUEL CUTS WILL 
BE MODEST OR SERIOUS. THEY DID INDICATE THAT IF 
RATIONING INSTITUTED, ALLOCATIONS WOULD BE BASED ON 
AIRLINES" 1973 BUDGETED USAGE RATHER THAN 1972 
ACTUAL USAGE BECAUSE LATTER NOT REGARDED AS VERY 
ACCURATE REFLECTION OF CURRENT OPERATIONAL AIRLINE 
NEEDS. 

2. CAA OFFICIA WERE OF VIEW THAT IN EVENT OF 
RATIONING, SCHEDULED SERVICE CARRIERS AND SUPPLE- 
MENTAL CARRIERS SHOULD BEAR PROPORTIONATELY EQUAL 
SHARES OF CUTBACKS IN ORDER TO PRESERVE EXISTING 
COMPETITIVE BALANCE BETWEEN SCHEDULED AND SUPPLE- 
MENTAL INDUSTRIES. IT WAS OBSERVED THAT THIS APPROACH 
WOULD LIKELY REDUCE TOTAL VOLUME OF PASSENGERS 
CARRIED BECAUSE WHILE SCHEDULED CARRIERS COULD CARRY 
SAME NUMBER PASSENGERS ON FEWER NUMBER OF FLIGHTS 
WITH HIGHER LOAD FACTORS, HIGHER PLANE LOADS NOT 
POSSIBLE IN CHARTER OPERATIONS. CAA APPEARED TO BE 
WILLING TO ACCEPT THIS AS CONSEQUENCE OF PROPOSED 
RATIONING POLICY. 

3. BRITISH AIRWAYS ANNOUNCED EARLIER THIS WEEK THAT 
IT EXPECTS TO REDUCE ITS FUEL CONSUMPTION BY AS MUCH 
AS 10 PERCENT (ABOUT 80 MILLION GALLONS/YEAR) SIMPLY 
BY REVISING ITS OPERATING TECHNIQUES, I.E., FLYING 
HIGHER AND SLOWER, TWO-ENGINE TAXIING, ETC. 

ANNENBERG 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: SUPPLIES, JET FUEL, RATIONING, AIR SCHEDULES 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 16 NOV 1973 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: worrelsw 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1973LONDON13479 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: n/a 

From: LONDON 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: linkl 973/newtext/tl 9731 1 29/aaaaavge. tel 

Line Count: 97 
Locator: TEXT ON-LINE 
Office: ACTION EB 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: (A) LONDON 13302; (B) STATE 221740 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: worrelsw 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 31 JUL 2001 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <31 -Jul-2001 by maustmo; APPROVED <17-Aug-2001 by worrelsw> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: FUEL SHORTAGES - INTERNATIONAL AVIATION 
TAGS: ETRN. UK 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



